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November 2023

The Principal’s Message

Greetings Parents, Students and Staff,

The month of October was absolutely amazing at PHES. We had so
many activities geared toward increasing student engagement to
encourage students’ independence and increase their overall
academic achievement. We are so PROUD of our PHES Generals!!

Special shoutout to PHES PTA! The Trunk-Or-Treat was a real treat
for our families, Congratulations to the following winners: Ms.
Whittington (Pumpkin Contest) and the Scooby Doo & Mystery
Machine Contestant {(Car Decoration Contest). Job welt done Ms,
Whittington and owners of the Scooby Doo & Mystery Machine.

During the summer, we developed our School Improvement Goals
for academics, attendance, and behaviors. We are PROUD to report
94.48% of our students attended school each day during the month
of September and 95.38% during the month of October. This is a
remarkable increase from last school year's overall attendance which
was 78% as noted in our June 6, 2023, data report. Way to Go
PHESH

In closing, please remember our school doors are always open for
1 you to visit, collaborate and volunteer. We are better “Together”!il

Your partner in education,

Selecia Hardy, Principal

Date . Event
November Sneaker Ball from 5:00 pm—
2 6;30 pm
MNovember PBIS Celebration at 1:20 pm
6
November Veterans Day Assembly at
10 8:15am
November American Education Week
13-17
November 15t Quarter Awards
17 Assemblies: Grades 1 & 2 -
8:00 am and Grades 3,4 &5
—-9;15am
November Parent / Teacher
20.21 Conferences
November No School — Thanksglving
22-24 Holiday
November Student of the Month
27 Breakfast @ 7:45 am

Happy Thanksgiving!




MS. JOHNSON'S

Amislant Principaln Cornen,

OCTOBER 2023

This month, we pmcﬁced our [ornado Shelter-in-
Place and Eaquolua!ee drills with students. Please

make sure fo have a family P/an to address when

Pershing Hill Elemen%ary will continue o

embrace Restorative Practices in response

{o violations of the Code of Student

Conduct. Please remember the expecwlaﬁon

weaﬁqer emergencies LIGFPQH in our area, Please P[af’l

is a!ways for students o repair harm

W;lf?f'/' HOM WJ” G‘O now 'I'O FT‘QPOH'Q, S0 ‘leU W!” be ab’e

done, restore relaﬁonships, and create a

‘ILO Pro*ecf HOHFSQI‘F/‘FGMI‘@ Gﬂd 'H’IEVI recover %ulc/e!_lj

n( ”( l’)GPPeﬂS Pm‘hway back +O 'H‘le classroom.

This fall all Anne Arundel Coumly Public Schools second and fifth 9raders will take the online version of
the Cognh‘ive Abilities Test™ (CogAT@). CagAT@ measures students’ learned reasoning abilities in the
three areas most c[osefy related to success in schoof: reasoning with verbal oluanﬁfaﬁve, and spm‘ia/

concep*s. Please see the attached reminder with sPeciﬁ'c 3rade—/euef 7les1‘in9 dates.
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book every month ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
that celebrates PERSHING HILL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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diversity, :10-222-6519
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November 2023

Penny Reisler, Principal’s Secretary
preisler@aacps.org

Debbie McAlvanah, Secretary
dmcalvanah@aacps.org

Notes from the Office

Early Dismissal / Change in Dismissal -- All Early Dismissals
or Change in Dismissals must be done prior to 2:00 PM

Late Arrival -- Any arrival after school begins at 8:00 AM, is
considered tardy. You must bring your student into office to
sign them in.

Absences -- Absences can either be reported through the Parent
Portal Account or a note can be sent in with the student when
they return to school. Emails and phone calls are not
accepted. Please note that reporting the absences does not
automatically update the attendance and does not stop the
AACPS generated attendance calls. Attendance is a manual
process and is done throughout the day.

Visitors Pass -- All visitors must check in through the office. A
Driver's License or State Issued ID is required. Military ID's
cannot be scanned into the Visitor System.

Chromebooks -- ALL students in 3rd, 4" and 5" grades are
expected to bring their chromebooks to and from school daily.
While we do have loaners available, it is not a guarantee that
we will always have enough loaners available.



The PTA would like to give a huge shoutout to our families for contributing their
time and efforts this last month. We are appreciative to our family's
oarticipation in our MOD Pizza Spirit Night. November's spirit night will be held
on November 4th from 4pm to 8pm at the Chipotle in Hanover.

Our teachers and staff are appreciative to all those who donated food and
beverages to our October Unity Day staff brunch. We greatly appreciate
everyone's continued support for our tfeachers and staff.

We also had a wonderful turn out at this year's Trunk or Treat. Thank you to all
our amazing families for donating candy, as well as your time. The trunks looked
amazing, and our PHES Students and families had a blast!

Our spirit wear shop closed last month, thank you for all those who purchased
gear with this year's winning design. Orders should go home mid to end of
November.

Please join us at our next PTA meeting on November 14th at 6:00pm in the
cafeteria.

Box Tops
You can also support Pershing Hill by uploading your grocery receipts to the Box

Top app.

Get Active in the PTA: You can sign up to be a member of the PTA by
submitting a PTA form, along with $5 membership dues paid by cash, check, or
Zelle (pershinghilimdptaegmail.com)

Got questions? Contact us at PershinghillMDPTAegmail.com
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. Noel nanceleaacps.org

Mrs. Tibbetts ktibbettseaacps.org
Ms. Gruss cgrusseaacps.org
Mrs. Graham tjgrahameaacps.org
Ms. O'Connell mvoconnelleaacps.org

Instructional Focus for the Month of November:

er'hng: We will start Unit II: Teaching Books. We will research turkeys and penquins as
we learn how to start with a fopic sentence and end with a clincher.

Social Studies: We will embark on our Design Dilemma Unit. Students will tap into their
problem solving skills and discover ways to be resourceful!

Explicit Comprehension: Students will continue to practice retelling stories by including {
key details such as the characters, setting, events, problem, and solution. Also,

students will develop skills to find the meaning of unfamiliar words in a text, describe
character feelings, and read with expression.

Foundations: We will learn and apply grade-tevel phonics and word skills when decoding
words.

Math: Students develop concepts of addition within 20 through finding sums, using
various strafegies. Students use number lines, counters, fen-frames, connecting cubes,
and number bonds o model the addition process while learning these strateqies.

Reminders:
Please read with your child each evening and practice sight words.
Also,practice addition facts through 10. Flashcards will help improve fluency.
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2nd Grade November
reooe NEWSI.ETTER

REMINDERS

e Please be sure o have
your child bring their take
home folder home and
back to school daiyl

| ® If'sgetfting chilly out-

| please make sure to label

your child's jackets incase

it gets misplacedl

UPCOMING EVENTS
e November 20+21- Parent

Conferences

e Nov 20-24th- Schools closed
2nd Grade Contacts

Ms. DeCrispino-
mdecrispino@aacps.org

Ms. House- chouse@aacps.org

Mr. Das- sdas@aacps.org

Mrs. Smith- tasmithb@aacps.org
Mrs. Carter- ncarter@aacps.org

Mrs. Hawkins- Khawkins@aacps.org

| numbers.

Writing: Information Writing

I WHAT WE'RE LEARNING

Math: Solving and representing Add to and Take From problems, solving
| two-step problems with comparisons, decoraposing and adding 2 digit ‘

| Reading: Fiction- Understanding the plot and structure of a story,
| \dentifying character fraits. Nonfiction- Knowing and understanding text
| features, responding to a prompt using RUNOW. ‘

Sclence/Soclal Studies: We are Digitally Empowered Learners ‘




Reading: This month we will be continuing to

explore main idea by understanding text evidence I R T R —
and using organizers to help map out our thinking. Kﬂylﬂ CEEH’IE“‘TS

Writing: with the new marking period, we will be Krclements@oacps.org
starting a new writing unit. Writing to inform. loren Pardoe
Students will be researching fopics, and writing Loardoe@ -~ _
nonfiction informational pieces. ur' 0 OCCH 5,07g
Math: This month we will be taking what we have Katie Scott
learned about multiplication and use it to describe Kescoti@oacps. org
paiterns we find with products based on their P
factors. We will also be learning a few more Sﬂ'ph‘e Tﬂ'ﬂﬂr!'
multiplication strategies. smtaylord@oacps.org
Science: In the new marking period science will

start with looking at life cycles of plants. beetles,
and frogs.

Social Studies: In the next marking period, in
social studies, students will look at different
communities and why people move. Students will
also begin researching different elements of
culture.,

Reminders

Parent conference will be held on Nov. 20th
and 21st. We look forward to seeing youl!




urth Grade

Reminders:

November 1st: No School for Students

November 20/21: Fall Break - No School for Students

November 27: Students return to school

*Please make sure to check purple take home folders and empty them of any papers.
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What are we learning?

Reading: Nonfiction Focus

We will be focusing on the following
skills.

¢ Understanding the main idea of a
text and providing details that
support the main idea.

e Describing text structures

e Summarizing with details.

Writing
We will be formatting questions for

research and using the facts we gather
to write an informational piece.
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Math:

We will be covering the following skills:
e Factors and multiples
e Prime and composite numbers
e Finding and analyzing patterns
e Multiplying numbers (single by
single, single by double, single by
triple and double digits.
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- Science:

We will be working on understanding
landforms and the outrageous acts
found on earth {(extreme features,
weather, etc.)
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Social Studies:

We will be learning about early
colonization with a focus on the
Jamestown, Plymouth, St. Augustine,
and St. Mary’s cities. Then we will
explore the other 13 colonies.
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Confact Info:

Mrs. Corcoran: alcorcoran@aacps.org
Mr. Wells: rwells@aacps.org

Mrs. Boaten: nboaten@aacps.org
Mrs. Whittington: jewhittinglon@aacps.org
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~ Mrs. Edralin & Ms. Nelson

cclouderacket@aocps. org Olﬂmf’f?_@ﬂ_of?é.s org oo : sedrolm@OﬂCpsorg dnelson2@uoms arg 4__ i
1 REMINDERS '. UPCOMING EVENTS
Shudents need 1o m Chromebooks ‘_55 e 11 : No School
charged everyday | e WW2:Sneaker Ball Spm-6:30pm
| e W6 :Marking Period 1
o November is Native | Celebration Assembly 1:20pm
American Heritage Month | |{© 1/8: Natlonal STEM Day
| e N20-W21 : Parent Teacher
e Fall Picture Retakes TBD | conferences |
Je n22-11/24 : No School |
Thanksgiving Break
— I
] WHAT WE'RE LEARNING

| Math: Unit 4 & S Unit 4 Add and Subtract Decirmals - Unit S: Multiple Mutti-Digit Whole Nurmbers

ELA: Students will experience the exciternent of solving mysteries within the literacy fexts and learn about how
real-life roysteries or prob ems are solved with the informationai texts. We will compavre and contrast stories in
] the same genre on their approaches fo similar thermes and topics, as well as Infegrate information from several |
| texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject Knowledgeably

_ Wn’ﬂng: InThetne 2, writers craft informational research reports Through the fens of hisw‘ory. Students wili
delve deeply into information Texts to take notes on significant ideas and supporting information.

Sclence: Unit 2; Star L‘\ght Star Br'\gh’r - We will be \eommg about the planets, stars and solar sys*temsl

| Soctal Studies: Exploring Maryland, the Constitution and Bill of Rights -ldentifying how and why governmental
power s distriouted in Maryland.




R'o'bln Porker L;’rerc:icy Teocher
' rboorker@oqcm org

PHES November Tleading Evenis

November 1st - 30th PHES “Fall Into
Reading” a 30-day reading
incentive program.

November 10th - Parent Guest
Reader day - approved parent
volunteers sign-up fo read 1o their
child’s class.

Tall into Reading!

- Letl's help our students “fall” in love with

- reading! Look for your child to bring home

. their 30-Day Fall Into Reading Challenge

- Calendar. Have your student color in the

- square for each challenge they complete at
. home. Please help your child return the

- calendar to their teacher by Mon. Dec. 4th.
. The class at each grade level with the highest
- percentage of parficipation will be honored

“ with a popcorm party and a special story time.

Primary Reader: Have students identify
he letters and the sounds those letters

- make before attempting to read a
. word.

Iniermedlcte Reader: Have your child
chunk unknown words info smaller
parts they already know, then blend
all parts together. For example,

November Book Suggeations
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Anne Arundel County Public Schools Mark T. Bedell, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools.
-Pershing Hili Elementary School, 7600 29" Division Road Fort Meade, MD 20755  410-222-6519 410-222-6527 fax

October 31, 2023

Dear Families,

This fall, Anne Arundel County Public Schools fifth graders previously not identified as Gifted and Talented {G/T)
in both reading and math will take the Cognitive Abilities Test™ (CogAT®) online. The purpose of this letter is to
inform you about the test so that—with your support and encouragement—your child will do his or her best on
the test.

About CogAT

CogAT measures students’ learned reasoning abilities in the three areas most closely related to success in
school: reasoning with verbal, quantitative, and spatial concepts. Not all children learn in the same way. Some
think best using words or numbers. Others think best when using images. This test will help the teacher
-understand the ways in which your child reasons best.

Fifth graders will be testing on November 13th, November 14" and November 15", Students read each
question and the answer choices, then mark their answers on the computer. Each subtest takes 10 minutes.

How your student can prepare for test taking and what you can do to help
You can help your student do his or her best by considering these tips:

« Make sure that your student is in school and on time on test days. Reschedule appointments and other
out-of-school time on non-testing days.

e Make sure your student gets a good night's sleep and eats a healthy breakfast before each day of
testing.

Score reporting and how we use test results

You will receive a CogAT® score report by the end of the first semester. These scores will indicate how youn;
child performed on the test compared with students across the nation who are either the same age or in the
same grade. These scores, as well as the Renzulli teacher rating scales and the iReady Diagnostic assessments,
will be used as part of the gifted and talented identification process. Results of the process will be shared in the
spring and will inform course placement for the following school year.

Thank you for encouraging and supporting your child during testing. For further information about the
Advanced Learner Programs {ALPs) and the gifted and talented identification process, please visit our website:
https://www.aacps.org/Page/2062. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the school.

Sincerely,

iricipal

Ms. Chante lohnson, ;ssmtant Principal, School Test Coordinator

THE JOURNEY TO GREATNESS: Elevating All Students... Eliminating All Caps



Anne Arundel County Public Schools Mark T Bedell, Ed.D. Superintendent of Schools
-Pershing Hill Elementary Schoel, 7600 29" Division Road Fort Meade, MD 20755  410-222-6519 410-222-6527 fax

October 31, 2023
Dear Families,

This fall, all Anne Arundel County Public Schools second graders will take the online version of the Cognitive
Abilities Test™ (CogAT®). The purpose of this letter is to inform you about the test so that, with your support
and encouragement, your child will do his or her best on the test.

About CogAT®

CogAT® measures students’ learned reasoning abilities in the three areas most closely refated to success in
school: reasoning with verbal, quantitative, and spatial concepts. Not all children iearn in the same way. Some
think best using words or numbers. Others think best when using images. This test will help the teacher
understand the ways in which your child reasons best.

B d gil £ ; 5 2 = No reading is required of students in
any of the subtests. Students review the pictorial questions and answer choices, then select the picture that
answers the question. The test is not timed, but each subtest takes about 10 to 15 minutes to complete.
Students will complete one battery each day that contains three subtests.

How your student can prepare for test taking and what you can do to help
You can help your child do his or her best by considering these tips:

+ Make sure that your child is in school'and on time on test days. Reschedule appointments and other
out-of-school time on non-testing days.

s Make sure your child gets a good night’s sleep and eats a healthy breakfast before each day of testing.
Score reporting and how we use test results

You will receive a CogAT® score report by the end of the first semester. These scores will indicate how your
child performed on the test compared with students across the nation who are either the same age or in the
same grade. These scores, as well as the Primary Talent Development (PTD) porifolio and the iReady Diagnostic
assessments, will be used as part of the gifted and talented identification process. Resulis of the process will be
shared in the spring and will inform course placement for the following school year.

Thank you for encouraging and supporting your child during testing. For further information about the
Advanced Learner Programs (ALPs) and the gifted and talented identification process, please visit our website:
https://www.aacps.org/Page/2062. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the school.

Ms. Selecia Hardy, Pritcipal

—

Ms. Chante’ Johnson, Assistant Principal, School Test Coordinator

THE JOURNEY TO GREATNESS: Elevating All Students... Eliminating All Gaps



